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 OUR MISSION 

 
 
 
 
 

Costa VerdeÕs mission is to provide children around the world with 
a progressive environmental education and to advance ecological 

responsibility in Mexico. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Located in Sayulita, Mexico, an area rich in natural beauty and 
culture but facing pressing environmental and educational challenges, 

Costa Verde was formed to provide an excellent educati on for 
children, to support the local community, and to protect the 

environment. 
 
 



 
 
 

Costa Verde: One tree, three branches 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Costa Verde International School provides 
environmental education to 

the children of our community, 
as MexicoÕs first ÒgreenÓ school. 

 
 

 
 
 
Costa Verde Sustainable Resource Center 
ignites a learning community, 
encouraging residents to 
search for and solve the problems 

relevant to our community. 
 
 

 
 
 

Costa Verde Cultural Center  

brings the world to Sayulita by  
providing opportunities to understand  

other cultures through art, dance,  
music and language. 

 
 

 



 

THE SCHOOL 
 

 
We are building more than just a 

school for children; we are 
creating r esources to benefit the 

entir e community of Sayulita and 
establishing a model of 

sustainable design and green 
building for other  schools to 

replicate. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

Building Green: Our New Eco-friendly Facilities 
 

We have procured 2 hectares of beautiful donated land with which to build our new eco-
friendly school.  The new school offers a sustainable architectural design using green and 

organic approaches to construction. Protecting the lush coastal environment of Sayulita and 
its tropical climate will be our main priority when constructing the school, ensuring that we 

have the lowest impact on the environment as possible.  Upon completion of construction of 
the new school in 2010, Costa Verde will be MexicoÕs first ÒgreenÓ school, taking the lead in 

sustainable design and setting a solid example of environmental responsibility for schools  to 
replicate worldwide. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
ARCHITECTURAL RENDERING FOR THE NEW ÔGREENÕ SCHOOL 



THE DESIGN 
 

 
Eco Building: Build responsibly. The permanent site will be constructed to conserve our 
natural resources. Utilizing materials and building techniques that are friendly to the  
environment we will lessen our ecological footprint. 
 
Eco Power: Go Solar. Our goal is to equip the school with a  
large enough solar array that we will be completely  
independent of the local power grid. 
 
Eco Lightin g: Diffused Sunlight.  Roofs will integrate new light  
funneling technologies to focus sunlight into the learning  
centers of each classroom. Where artificial lighting is necessary,  
low wattage energy efficient bulbs will be used. 
 

Eco Recycling: Each class will have receptacles for various    
                                  recyclable materials. We will reuse paper products from the  
                                  office and classrooms. We will focus on recycling all  
                                  aluminum, plastic and cardboard products used by the school. 
 

Eco Cleaning: Clean green. We will utilize only biodegradable 
cleaning supplies. 

 
Eco Play: An incredible playground will be built from recycled 
materials and renewable resources, with swing sets that pump 
water into a near-by garden. 

 
 
Eco Grounds and Gardens: Nature, the Outdoor Classroom.  
Plants and trees will exist throughout the school, preserving  
the tropical jungle setting in which the school is nested.  
Parents, children, teachers and community members will be  
able to care for and cultivate our bio-intensive gardens.  
The school will also have an organic edible plants garden,  
reducing the amount of food transported to the school  
and saving resources. A composting area has already been  
started by students.  
 
Eco Water:  Rain water collection will be built into the structure of roofs and runoff areas, 
making the school independent from the city water supply. Grey water will be collected and 
reused to water plants.  Water conservation will be enforced with low flow toilets and 
faucets. 

Students composting at school 

Solar panels will power the 
new school 

 
 

Recycling plastic bottles 



EDUCATION 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Costa Verde is an ecological, community-oriented, multi-lingual, multi-cultural, 
technological, independent educational institution. We provide intellectually 
stimulating curriculum for initial grades from preschool through 6th with small class 
sizes. 
 
In a learning environment designed to develop the talents and skills particular to 
each individual, students analyze and solve problems, rather than simply memorize 
facts. Our dedicated staff of teachers, administrators and involved parents all work 
together to provide a joyful and nurturing atmosphere with a strong commitment to 
diversity, local culture and the environment. 
    
Teaching M ethodology 
 
Active L earning: Our students learn curriculum through 
hands-on experiences, utilizing active learning techniques 
to stimulate pupilsÕ individual interests and innate curiosity. 
 
Whole Child: Our educators concentrate on the 
emotional, social, physical and moral development of the 
students.  Teaching techniques and individualized lessons 
focus on childrenÕs personal talents. Costa Verde inspires 
healthy, happy and well-adjusted life-long learners. 
 



 

THE ÔGREENÕ CURRICULUM 
 

AT COSTA VERDE, OUR CLASSES BRING ENVIRONMENTAL THEMES AND 
CONCEPTS TO ALL ASPECTS OF THE CURRICULUM 

 
Costa VerdeÕs students learn about environmental sustainability and embrace 
ecological r esponsibility as a part of all of their classroom learning. For example, 
math lessons include measuring sprouts in the school garden, analyzing weather 
patterns, and counting the number of trees saved by reusing and recycling paper. 
Language is taught within text, stories, and conversations about our over-dependency 
on fossil fuels and the necessity to protect our global ecosystems from unsustainable 
development.  Ar t, music, dance, physical education, and history are all taught 
within the context of acknowledging our union with our  natural wor ld.  Through 
incorporating environment issues, children learn all the requirements of their grade level 
curriculum and are equipped to excel in and outside of the classroom. 
 
Costa Verde is an accredited private school with the Secretar’a de Educaci—n Pœblica 
(SEP).  In addition to the standard grade level curriculum in language arts, 
mathematics, science, social studies, and health/physical education, Costa Verde 
focuses on the following areas: 
 

Ecology: Students learn about the delicate balance of nature, the 
interconnectedness of living things, and the necessity to reduce, reuse and 
recycle. 
 
Languages: Costa Verde has a strong curricular emphasis on multi-lingual 
conversation and learning. We achieve this by teaching our programs in both 
Spanish and English, as well as allowing special learning time for achieving 
fluency in each studentÕs second language. 
 
Multiculturalism: We promote cultural and linguistic diversity as an enriching 
and positive social aspect. We encourage respect, empathy, tolerance and 
appreciation of diversity. 
 
Technology: Our academic programs prepare students for 21st century lifestyles, 
including using technology as an everyday tool. Videoconferences and video 
projects with other schools around the world through our participation in the 
project ÒGlobal ClassroomÓ bring the far reaches of the globe to our studentÕs 
fingertips. 
 
Creative Ar ts:  We offer a rich program of art, music, dance and drama. 

 



     THE STUDENTS 
 
 
Student Population: 
Costa Verde enrolls preschool 
and elementary aged students. 
Our students represent global 
diversity and come from all over 
Mexico, Canada, Chile, 
Argentina, the United States, 
France, Germany, England and 
many other countries. Additional 
specialty centers such as a media 
room, computer center, and 
virtual classroom enhance 
opportunities  for our students to 
connect and understand other 
cultures. 
 
Scholarships:  Our scholarship 
program is designed to provide 
access to local children who are 
in need of financial assistance, 
thereby creating a diverse economic population. Mexico requires that at least 6% of 
students in independent schools be on scholarship. With recent funding we have 
accomplished an impressive 35% of our  student population on partial or full 
scholarship.  We have never turned away a student in need of scholarship and we hope 
to increase this percentage even more in the coming years. 
 
After -school Programs: We realize that not every child in our area is able to attend 
Costa Verde right now, so we keep our doors open after school hours to provide 
SayulitaÕs public school children with language and computer classes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     



 
HELPING THE COMMUNITY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Sustainable Resource Center provides information to the local community on how 
they can contribute to solving local and global environmental challenges. The center 
maintains a library of sustainable development resources as well as connections to 
ecological builders and materials so that the community in Sayulita have the tools they 
need to keep local development eco-friendly.  Furthermore, the center reaches out to 
public school teachers within Mexico providing them with teacher training, course 
materials, publications and assessments. Nighttime adult literacy classes are also 
available at the center for those who need it. The Sustainable Resource Center provides 
a place where the entire community of Sayulita can come together to share knowledge 
and solve problems. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Cultural Center offers various classes, holds events, houses a library, and is an 

outlet for information about the Sayulita community and the world.  Some of the 
classes currently scheduled or already underway are; English as a second language, art, 

African dance, childrenÕs dance, and photography. The Cultural Center offers a 
complete adult Language School and also facilities archaeological field trips to various 

sites throughout Mexico, connecting the community with their rich heritage.  Other 
classes planned for the future include yoga, martial arts, computer training, cooking, 

nutrition, theater, horticulture, sculpture, and mixed media art.  The Cultural Center is 
our only project that is for-profit; the money it generates funds the school, the 

Resource Center and the Cultural Center. 



 
PARTNERSHIPS 

    
 
To ensure our new school is built with the most advanced green  
building technologies we have partnered with A Wor ld  
I nsti tute for a Sustainable Humanity (A W.I .S.H.).  A 
W.I.S.H. is a member of the US Green Building Council and an 
affiliate of the World Green Building Council and the Mexican 
Green Building Council.  As a strategic partner A W.I.S.H. lends 
key resources and expertise to our project and helps promote 
Costa VerdeÕs sustainable design to other schools world wide. 
 

 
 

Global Classroom Costa Verde is proud to be one of the first schools to 
join Institute 3Õs Global Classroom. 

 
 

Institute 3Õs Global Classroom is a k-12 school-based project designed to engage 
students and teachers in classrooms around the world through shared media projects 
and videoconferencing.  Projects are designed to teach students about ecology and 
environmental issues through media and technology. By connecting students from 
different countries and cultures the Global Classroom experience cultivates a global 
perspective for participating students. 
 
The goal is to Òuse media literacy skills to empower students and the community to 
become environmental stewards and lifelong learnersÓ. ÐInstitute 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Costa Verde students working on their  Global Classroom media projects 



     HOW YOU CAN HELP 
 
 

DONATE 
 
 

We need thoughtful and proactive donors to help us build and maintain our new school. 
Please help Costa Verde bring Mexico its first entirely ÒgreenÓ school and open 

educational opportunities to children around the world. 
 

ALL DONATIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE  
 

¥ Online donations can be made with your credit card through Paypal on our 
website www.colegiocostaverde.com - click on ÒDONATIONSÓ. 

 
¥ Personal checks or money orders should be made out to Costa VerdeÕs US based 

501c3 charity, Ni–os del Sol and be sent to: 
 

Ni–os del Sol 
100 Chambers Street, #2 

New York, NY 10007 
 

¥ Please contact us at costaverdeschool@gmail.com if you are interested in 
donating via direct deposit. 

 
 
 

 
 

Shop at your favorite online merchants through 
schoolpop.com and a percentage of your purchases goes to 
our school, AT NO COST TO YOU.  Simply select Ni–os del 
Sol as your recipient (ID #173065) and shop at your favorite 
stores. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
 
PLEASE CONTACT US THROUGH OUR US BASED 501C3 ORGANIZATION, NI„ OS DEL SOL 

 
 

Ni–os del Sol 
100 Chambers Street, #2 

New York, NY 10007 
PHONE: 329-291-3355 

EMAIL: COSTAVERDESCHOOL@GMAIL .COM 
WEB: COLEGIOCOSTAVERDE.COM 

 


